Bob Holden in the great race
By Paul Watson

ob Holden has competed in the great race “34 or 35 times, including
his win with Rauno Aaltonen in a Mini Cooper S in 1966.
In the first Armstrong 500, at Phillip Island in 1960, Bob and fellow
Peugeot ace Ken Brigden drove a 403 as part of the Continental & General
Distributors team. They were fourth in their class (classes were governed by
price then), behind class winners Geoff Russell, David Anderson and Tony
Loxton, who completed 164 laps. The Vauxhall Cresta of John Roxburgh and
Frank Coad (167 laps) is widely regarded as having won the event, although
officially there was no outright winner. Another 403, driven by Ron Lilley
and Jim Gullan, was eighth in class C.

In 1961, when the overall winner was a Mercedes 220SE driven by Bob
Jane and Harry Firth, 403s filled three of the first four places in class C. First
were Geoff Russell and Dave Anderson (163 laps), followed by Bill Coe and
Ron Lilley (161 laps), with Bob Holden, Ken Brigden and Albert Bridge
fourth on 153 laps. Their car had rear-end problems and was twice black-
flagged for spilling fuel on the track.

Holden and Bill March took third place in their class in the 1963
Armstrong 500 in this 404. A similar car, driven by Bill Coe and Syd
Flsher was disqualified.
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Bathurst 1963 entry list. Albert Bridge was killed shortly before the
Bathurst weekend and his place was taken by Bill March.
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Bob Holden in the 403 he
shared with Ken Brigden
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Holden-Ken
Brigden-Albert
Bridge Peugeot
403 at Phillip
Island, 1961.

There were no Pugs in the 1962 Armstrong 500, won by Jane and Firth
in a Falcon XL. (In that year Bob Holden and his 403 came third in the
Australian Touring Car Championship.)

The bitumen Phillip Island circuit was breaking up badly and in 1963
the event moved to Bathurst and in that year the Cortina GTs dominated the
race, which was won by Bob Jane and Harry Firth. In class C, Bob Holden
and Bill March brought their ivory-and-black 404 home third on 119 laps but
the 404 of Bill Coe and Syd Fisher was disqualified, although no-one can
remember why. (1963 also saw Bob come twelfth in the Australian Drivers’
Championship in his Lynx-Peugeot open-wheeler.)

The 1964 race was won by Bob Jane and George Reynolds in a Cortina
GT. Bob Holden drove a Renault 8.

in the 1960 Armstrong 500.

In 1965 the Cortinas had their last hurrah, with Barry Seton and Midge
Bosworth’s GT500 winning from Bruce McPhee and Barry Mulholland in a
similar car. But the Cooper S was beginning to make its mark and filled six of
the top 10 places. Greg Cusack and Bob Holden’s Mini was ninth.

But it was in the Gallaher 500 of 1966 that the Cooper S came to the
fore, with Bob Holden and Rauno Aaltonen leading the Minis to the top nine
places.

By 1967 the Falcon GT was in the mix and changed the whole context
of the Bathurst race. Falcons were first and second, followed by two Alfa
1600 GTVs. Bob and Tony Hall were fifth, in a Cooper S. There were four
more Minis in the top 10. There were no Peugeots in that race, but the 1960
Armstrong 500 winner, John Roxburgh, was 24th in a Datsun 1000.

In 1970 Bob drove a Falcon GTHO to 14th place at Bathurst but by 1974
was punting an Escort GT1600 to 18th.

In 1983 he had entered an Escort at Bathurst and on the day after entries
closed the race secretary rang and said, “I don’t want your Escort.” The car
was getting old and was slower than most other entries. But Bob managed to
qualify, blowing up several engines in the process, and after starting 55th on
the grid, finished the race in 15th place. “When you drive little cars you’ve
got a different mind frame about everything you do.”

Latitopkos comLam

The Mini Cooper S of Bob Holden and Rauno Aaltonen,
winning the Gallaher 500 in 1966. Autopics.com.au
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